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THE TAXONOMIC STATUS OF PTEROCARYA
MICROPALIURUS TSOONG

Hsu Ping-sheng
(Fudan University, Shanghai)
Feng Xue-zhou and Xu Lian-gen
(Shanghai Botanical Garden)

Abstract Pterocarye micropaliurus Tsoong was recently reduced by K.Z,Kuang and
al. to be a synonym of Cyclocarya paliurus (Batal.) Iljinsk. in the “Flora Reipubli-
cae Popularis Sinicae” volume 21, page 19, 1979, A quantitative analysis of discrim~
inating characters with a pictorialized scatter diagram (Fig.) on 69 herbarium
sheets has been carried out with a view to reevaluate the identity of P. micropaliu-
rus. The scatter diagram shows clearly that the two main diagnostic characters
used by Tsoong to distinquish his new species from P. paliurus, namely, the number
of teeth per either side of leaflet and the diameter of fruit, exhibit more or less a
discontinuous variation pattern. Tsoonz’s third character, the number of leaflets,
though overlaps to some extent ia the two said taxa, tends to display a divergent
variation pattern too. Thus, it seems advisable to consider P. micropaliurus Tsoong
as taxonomically distinct from P. paliurus, and as a variety of the latter. The
transfer and reduction of the species in question te the genus Cyeclocarya Iljinsk.
are made thereby.
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