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STRUCTURAL VARIATIONS IN STEM OF
PLECTOCOMIA MICROSTACHYS

Cai Zemo and Liu Ying
{Institute of Tropical Forestry, Chinese A-ademy of Forestry)

Abstract A single stem of Plectoromia microstachys with 260 nodes, about 42 meters
long was sampled from a tropical mountain rain forest of Hainan Island, The axial
variations in the following characteristics were measured: anticlinal length and outer
wall thickness of epidermal cell: width of cortex; size, density and fibrous sheath-
vascular tissue ratio of vascular bundle; length and width of metai!ylem vessel ele-
ment; fibre length; and diameter and length of internode. The axial wvariations in
length of interncde, vessel element and fibre showed a similar pattern., These three
characteristics reflected the vigor of growth of the stem.
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1) Siripatanadilok, 5., 1974¢ Anatomical investigation of Javanese rattaa canes as a guide to their
identificotion, Kasetsart University, Thailand {napublished’,
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