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Chirita leeii (Gesneriaceae), a new
species from Guangxi, China
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Abstract: A new species of Gesneriaceae, Chirita leeii Fang Wen, Yue Wang & Q. X. Zhang, which was only found to
grow in a karst caves nearby the downtown of Liuzhou City,Guangxi,China, is described and illustrated. This species
resembles C. shouchengensis Z. Y. Li and C. baishouensis Y. G. Wei, H. Q. Wen et S, H. Zhong. It differing from the
former in its larger stature,leaves and flowers, denticulate long ovate-elliptic or elliptic leaves, 1 — 3-flowered inflores-

cences,and three staminodes per flower,and from the latter in its denticulate leaves, 1-3-flowered inflorescences, dor-
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sally densely purple-barbate anthers,and three staminodes per flower.
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Chirita leeii Fang wen, Yue Wang & Q X. Zhang, sp.

Nov. (Chirita sect. Gibbosaccus C. B. Clarke) Fig. 1.
Species nova haec C. shouchengensis Z. Y. Li et C.
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K1 ZEREWHEE Chirita leeii sp. nov.
A MKE: B JERITIF; C S, D.EXRHE .
(A-D from holotype, ZE& ] £
A. habit; B. corolla open with stamens and staminodes;

C. stamen enlargement; D, pistil, stigma and calyxes.

Drawn by Ai. L. Li from Wenfang’s specimen(C06042701)
baishouensis Y. G. Wei, H. Q. Wen et S, H. Zhong affinis
est,abilla statura,foliis et floribus majoribus, foliis mar-
gine in quoque latere(5)9—15-denticulatis ovato-ellipticis
vel anguste ellipticis, staminodiis 3 differt; ab hac foliis
margine in quoque latere (5) 9 — 15-denticulatis antheris
dorso dense purpurec-barbatis,staminodis 3 recedit.

Herba perennis,rhizomate subterete 2—5 cm longo et
5—12 mm crasso. Folia(6—)8—18 vel ultra,omnia bassa-
lia, breviter vel longe petiolata; laminae chartaceae, longe

- ovato-ellipticae vel anguste ellipticae,4. 5—9 cm longae et
1. 5—4.5 cm latae,leviter inaequilaterales,margine in quo-
que latere(5 — )9 — 15-denticulatae, raro integrae, utrinque
cum petiolis dense adpresso-pubescentes, nervis lateralibus
utrinsecus 4—>5,apice breviter acuminatae,basi in petiolum
attenuatae vel anguste cuneatae;petiole complanati,2. 87

cm longi, 1. 75—2. 8 mm lati. Cymae 1—5 vel ultra,axil-

lares,umbelliformes,1—2 (— 3 —)-florae; pedunculi 6. 5—
10 em alti, 0. 8 — 1. 2 mm crassi, cum pedicellis pubes-
centes ; bracteae 2,0ppositae,anguste lanceolatae vel sublin-
eares,5—9 mm longae,0. 8—1. 1 mm latae, integrae, apice
acutae, utrinque adpresso-pubescentes;pedicelli 14—20 mm
longi. Calyx prope basin 5-sectus,segmentis lanceolatis vel
linearibus 8—11 mm longis,0. 8—1. 0 mm latis integris,
apice autis utrinque adpresso-pubescentibus, Corolla rosea
vel caeruleo-purpurea,3. 8—4. 5 cm longa,tubo anguste in-
fundibuliformi 2. 4—3. 1 em longo extus pubescenti, intus
infra insertiones staminum staminodiorumque pubescenti,
ore 1.2—1. 8 cm diam,labio supero 7—10 mm longo, 2-
secto,lobis late ovatis,eo infero circ 9—11.5 mm longo 3-
partito,lobis lateralibus ovato-orbicularibus eo medio sub-
orbiculari vel late ovatis omnibus 3-purpurec-lineatis.
Stamina 2,ca. 1. 4—1.5 cm supra basin corollae adnata,
filamentis subulato-linearibus 1. 1 —1. 3 cm longis infra
medium vel 2/3 geniculatis glabris vel inferne sparsim
glanduloso-pubescentibus, antheris 4 —5 mm longis dorso
dense purpureo-barbatis;staminodia 3,2 longiora ca. 1. 1—
1. 2 cm supra basin corollae adnata,linearia,circ 7 mm lon-
ga, apice capitata, 1 brevissimum ca. 4 mm supra basin
corollae adnatum,0. 9 mm longum. Discus annularis,1—
1.5 mm altus. Pistillum 2. 7—3 cm longum, ovario 1. 4
—1.5 cm longo circ 1. 8 mm lato lineari cum stylo dense
glanduloso-puberulo; stigmate ca. 3. 5 mm longo 2-fido,
lobis anguste triangularibus; Capsulae lineares, circ 4 —
5.5 cm longae, 1, 5—2 mm crassae,dense glanduloso-pu-
berulae. Fl. Mar. - Apr. /

China. |7 7§ (Guangxi) . Liuzhou City (40
), Li Chong Gou (3f #114) , Mafengdong (Ji§ X
i), in Karst Cave, rare, alt. 418-427 m, 2006-04-
27, Wen Fang C06042701, Holotype, BJFU,
C06042702 ,Paratype, IBK).
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6.5—10 cm, 1 0. 8— L. 2 mm, ERIEEH B HER
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—2 mm, HEREMEFLEE. W34 A,

M5 FRBHEENX A FBE THEEEE.
mHFIEBOKR » 12 BN IF i, i 2 16 SRR 9 [ B B4
B, BUBE3MEZAR; 5SEEBHEENEK
MNEBETHSZEER BETHELELAEE.B
HER 3 AN,

BIRR I 1A KA R 2. G0 /R R i 3. TFAEHIRE s 4. FEAEE T 0.

Plate | 1. Circumstance of the cave which Chirita leeii habit; 2. Habit on limestone in cave; 3. Plant in florescence; 4. Flower in front view.
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BRI ZRBREEEWIERES 1. #EmE®R. R LML, SEMIX5000); 2. #EHGIE, SEMX5 000; 3. #H M4, SEMX7 000:

4. G, SEMX9 000,
Plate [ Pollen morphology of Chirita leeii sp. nov.

1. Equatorial face, SEM( X5 000); 2. The optical section of equatorial face, SEM

(X5 000); 3. The fastigiated polar face, SEM(X 7 000); 4. Ornamental detail, SEM( X9 000).
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