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IDENTIFICATION OF THE CHINESE DRUG MALANYE
AND ITS ADULTERANTS

Huang . Se-zei,Yang Fen and Wei Jia-fu
(Guangxi Institute for Drug Control)-

Abstract Malanye is the commercial name for the leaves or tender branches with
leaves of Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) O. Ktze, (Fam. Acanthaceae), a chinese medicine
herb widely used in south and southwest China. Being the main material of the traditional
chinese medicine Qing Dai, it can be used as antipyretic, antidote, antiphlogistic or
antifungal agent. The Indirubin, an active component of Malanye, is used as
a remedy for chronic granulocytic leukemia, In recent years, it has been found that
the Malanye in Guangxi market are adulieranted. The adulterants are Strobi anttes
bentstemonoides (Nees) T. Anders., S. divericatus (Nees) T. Anders, and S. guangxiensis
S. Z. Huang,

In order to make correct identification of this chinese drug and to ensure safety
in using it, the authors have made careful study on the Malanye and its adulterants
in Guangxi province. The morphological and anatomical evidents as well as the
results obtained from thin-layer chromatog§aphy provided diagnostic character‘is/tics
for identification (See Table 1, 2 and Fig. 1, 2).

By way of thin-layer chromatography, it has been proved that the adulterants do
not contain the active component Indirubin; therefore they can not be used as Ma-
lanye.

Key words Malanye; Strobilanthes cusia; S, penistemonoides; S, divaricetus; S,

guangxiensis; Acanthaceae; Strobil'anthes; Identification



