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THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE TASKS OF THE JOINT
IUCN-WWF PLANTS CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Wang Xian-pu

(Institute of Botany Academia Sinica)

Abstract Conservation organizations have tended to neglect plant species. Yet,
as we all know, plants are essential to human and animal life, as well as providing
the fabric of vegetation and landscape. Ye-t, in spite of this importance, entire
plant communities are in danger of extinction and the losses of biological diversity
are a very real threat to humanity. The IUCN-WWF joint plants conservation
programme was launched in March 1984 to assert the fundamental importance of plants

in all conmservation activities, with specia] focus on plaants of actual or potential
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economic values.

The plants conservation programme, building on the principles .of the world
conservation strategy, puts.emphasis on plant conservation in the tropics, where
plant diversi_ty‘ is greaiest and the threats are most acute. The programme approa-
ches the problem from severz}a.llivdirections: 1) Spreading the message; Z)VBuilrdi‘x;'g the
‘capaciéy to conservé;r3) Cbn&ervfng plant genetic resources; 4) Cbnservfng wild
plants ofueconoudé valﬁe; 5) Strengthening the capacity of botanic gardens to
achieve conservation; 6) Promoting plant conservation in selected countries.

Key words Nature comservation; Plant conservation; Plant genetic resources
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