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Abstract: Pollen grains of Opithandra wentsaii O. buritii and O. pumila were firstly examined by SEM. The pollen
morphologies of them were significantly different from each other. Based on previous research according to the pollen
shape and exine ornamentation pollen grains of this genus can be divided into 4 groups: (1) pollen is subspheroidal
wide muri and uneven width of muri including O. burttii O. sinohenryi O. primuloides and O. fargesii; (2) pollen is
subspheroidal obscure reticulation with distinct spinulate including O. acaulis and O. pumila; (3) pollen is subspheroi—
dal or oblate narrow muri and even width of muri including O. dalzielii O. cinerea and O. dinghushanensis; (4) pollen
is long ellipsoid narrow muri and even width of muri including O. wenisait and O. obtusidentata. Our result disaccords
with Wang’ s classification system. We put forward classified advice to the genus.
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Plate I Pollen morphology of 6 species in Opithandra A-C. Opithandra wentsaii; DF. 0. obtusidentata; GA. 0. burttii; JAL. O. pumi-
la; M-O. 0. acaulis; PR. 0. dinghushanensis. A D G J M P. Pollen equatorial view; B E H K N Q. Pollen polar view; C F I L O R.
Enlarged view. Scale bars=5 pm.
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Table 2 Pollen morphology of 6 species in Opithandra
« )
Species Pollen shape Pollen size ( wm) Polar view Exine sculpture
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Table 3 Plant groups and pollen morphology
groups of Opithandra

Group of pollen

Plant group Species
morphology
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