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A new record of Orchidaceae from mainland China.
Gastrochilus somai (Hayata) Hayata
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Abstract: Gastrochilus somai (Hayata) Hayata,a newly recorded species from Fujian, mainland China,was described
and illustrated. The species was discovered in Fujian Province, providing a good material to test the taxonomy be-

tween G. somai (Hayata) Hayata and G. japonicas (Makino) Schltr. ,and the floristic relationship between mainland

China and nearby islands.
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The genus Gastrochilus D. Don was established in
1825 (Tsi» 1996). There are about 47 species in the
world, distributed in the tropical and subtropical re-
gions in Asia (Tsi et al.,1999; Chen et al.,2003).
There are about 29 species found in China (Chen et
al.,2009) ,mainly distributed in the south of the Yan-

gtze River, especially in Taiwan and southwest China

KRB 2013-11-26 f&E BH#: 2013-12-18

(Tsi er al.,1999; Chen et al.,2003).

During the botanical expedition to Pingnan county
of Fujian in 2010, an unknown orchid was collected.
Based on a careful examination and literature research
(Hayata, 1914, 1917; Chen et al., 2009; Jin et al.,
2010) ,it was identified as G. somai (Hayata) Hayata,

a species exclusively reported from Taiwan. This is
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Plate I Gastrochilus somai (Hayata) Hayata

A-B. Habitat; C-D. Blooming plant; E. Lip,column; F-G. Hypochile,column; H. Pollinia; I. Fruit.

the first report from mainland China.

Plate 1
Gastrochilus somai ( Hayata) Hayata in Icon. PL

Formosan. Vol. 4: Add. & Corr. 1915.

um somai Hayata, Icones Plantarum Formosan. Vol.

4.93. 1914. TYPE. China. Taiwan , Pinansha. March

1913, T. Soma. s. n.(TD.

Leaves distichous, closely spaced, (3.5—4.2) cm

Gastrochilus somai (Hayata) Hayata

Saccolabi-

X (1.2—1.7) cm, apex unequally 2-lobed, obovate or
blade falcate-oblong. Inflorescence subumbellate, 3 or
4-flowered; peduncle ca. 1 cm;base with 2 sheaths;flo-
ral bracts ovate-triangular,ca. 3 mm;dorsal sepal obo-
vate-eliptic, (5.8 —7) X ca. 3 mm; lateral sepals similar
to dorsal sepal, slightly narrower; petals obovate, (5—

6) mm X (2 — 2.5) mm, apex obuse; lip with an

epichile and a saccate hypochile;epichile subtriangular,
(3—4) X ca. 8 mm,adaxially glabrous except on finely
papillate central cushion, margin erose; hypochile near-
ly cupular,(5—7) mm X (5—5.5) mm;column short.
Fl. Aug.

Distribution: Taiwan , Fujian.

Fuyjian Province: Shuangxi Town , Pingnan Coun-
ty,Ningde City,epiphytic on trunk in broad-leaved ev-
ergreen forests (Alt. 683 m;Lat. 27°06' N, Lon. 119°
03" E),LIU Jiang-Feng 2010121 (FAFU).

Gastrochilus somai was previously treated as a
synonym of G. japonicus (Tsi,1996;7Tsi et al.,1999;
Su, 20003 Chen et al., 2009). These two species are
closely related, but they are distinct from each other

(Jin et al.,2010). G. somai is characterized by its sub-
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