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Sunipia nigricans. a new recorded species of
Orchidaceae from Yunnan, China
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Abstract: Sunipia including about 23 species was restricted to Southeast Asia. In China, genus of Sunipia is repre-
sented by twelve species. During our fieldwork in Pu’er Prefecture southern Yunnan from 2011 to 2013, one new re-
corded species from China was discovered and here reported. Its Chinese name was entitled by meaning of specific
names. This species is characterized by purple perianth, unbranched pollinarium stipe terminated with 4 spherical sol-
id pollinias differed from others of this genus.
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Sunipia nigricans Averyanov. In Taiwania. 52
(4):287—306. 2007. (Fig. 1)

Epiphytic plant, rhizome rigid, dark gray, 1.5—2
mm thick. Pseudobulbs broadly-ovate to sub-spheri-
cal, 7—10 mm across, green with purple-browen tint,

Leaves rigid, coriaceous, oblong-lanceolate, slightly
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unequally bilobed at apex, 3—5 c¢m long, and 0.5—0.9
cm wide. Inflorescence arising from the base of
pseudobulb, sub-dense raceme 4 — 6 cm long, com-
monly with 15— 22 flowers, covered with 3—6 black
close narrow sheaths. Floral bracts yellowish, narrow-
ly-cuneate, acute, 4 —6 mm long, less than 1 mm

wide. Pedicel and ovary sub-erect, dark-violet, 5—6.5
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Fig. 1 Sunipia nigricans Averyanov A. Plant; B. Inflorescences; C. Flower; D. Unbranched pollinarium stipe; E. Flower of anatomy.

mm long, 0.5—1 mm wide. Flowers not resupinate,
widely opening., with light unpleasant smell. Sepals
dark violet to nearly black, straight, rigid. Dorsal sep-
al narrowly-ovate, bilobed at apex, 5— 6 mm long,
2.5—3.5 mm wide, with 3 distinct nerves. Lateral sep-
als free, narrowly-obovate, obtuse, 5—6 mm long, 2
— 2.5 mm wide, with 1 nerve. Petals obovate to

broadly-obovate, broadly-obtuse and retuse at apex.,

2.6—3 mm long, 2.2—2.6 mm wide, with 1 nerve.
Lip dark violet with dull greenish-violet center, fleshy,
ovate triangular, 5—6 mm long, 3—4 mm wide, in-
distinctly trilobe, with small bifid callus at the base,
finely warty along mid-vein; median lobe oblong,
sometimes shortly emarginated at apex. side lobes
broadly-trangular with obtuse to roundish apex. Col-

umn dark to light violet, fleshy, shortly-cylindrical,
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with very short column foot and persistent, immobile

operculum. Pollinia 4, solid, yellow, pyriform to
nearly spherical, terminated with large hemispheric
viscidium. Flowering time: March-April.

Distribution: Vietnam, China.

China Yunnan: Lancang; Menglian, epiphytic on
trunks in monsoon evergreen broad leaved forest,
1 500 m, 2013-04-22, Liu Qiang 91 (HITBO).

Sunipia was established by Lindley in 1826, and
this genus including about 23 species (Govaert et al.,
2011) restricted to Southeast Asia. In China, Sunipia
is represented by twelve species (Chen et al., 2009; Li

et al., 2013). Sunipia nigricans was published by Le-
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