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Importance of Botanical Scientific Illustration in
the research and development of botany

Sun Ying-Bao
(' Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100093, China )

Abstract; Botanical Scientific Illustration is a professional discipline, and the picture drawn by this is the combination
of artistic and scientific natures. Botanical Scientific Illustration can express botanical and scientific contents scientifical-
ly, objectively, truly and artistically. Along with the research and development of botany, Botanical Scientific Illustration
has been a unique and intuitive artistic expression, and it plays a decisive role with its unique use and additional func-
tions in various botanical chronicles, monographs and periodicals compiled at different periods of time in countries all o-
ver the world. This paper discussed the characteristics of Botanical Scientific [llustration, analyzed the scientific and ar-
tistic connotation. The development and application of Botanical Scientific Illustration during the age of herbals and plant
taxonomy research period in European countries as well as in China are briefly expounded.

Key words: Botanical Scientific [llustration, scientific nature, artistic connotation, Europe, China
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