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Identification of pathogens of vesicatorious leaves
witches’ broom disease of Luo-Han-Kuo ( Momordica

grosvenori Swingle ) .

Lin Kuo-kwang and Chow Goang-chang
( Guangxi Institute of Botany)

Abstract

A yellow type disease occurred on Luo-Han-Kuo ( Momordica grosve-
nori Swingle ), The growth of the diseased plant were severe constrained
and the percentage of production reduced to or more than 50%, The leaves
of diseased plant became vesicatorious and witches’ broom and then turning
to yellowish,

Electron microscopic observations of the ultrathin sections of the phlo-
em tissuse from the infected leaf vein revealed Mycoplasma-like Organisms
(MLOs ) in the thin-wall cell,

The pleomorphic MLOg were around 200—800 nm, in djameter, and
some of them were apparently in binary fission or buddinr,

These MLLOs were found in phloem tissues of discaced but not in the
healthy plauts, The development of symtom were effectively coni.ol by

applying Tetracycline at specific conditions,

193



