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THE NATURAL FEATURES AND MANAGED EXPERIENCE
OF TNE NILGIRI BIOSPHERE RESERVE INDIA

Wang, Xian Pu

(Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

. Abstract Covering an area of 5520 sq. km. in the states of Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve occupies different habitats, including the
Nilambur plain of western slope from 100m. above sea level, across the Mukurti Peak
(2554m.) down to 250m. on the east in the Coimbatore plains. The western slope get
over 5000 m.m. of precipitation annually, while the sheltered eastern valleys receive
less than 500 m.m. Corresponding to these altitudinal and climatic gradients,the natu-
ral vegetation changes from rain forest along the western slopes to montane stunted
shola forest, progressively to dried deciduous forests and thorn scrub on the eastern
slopes.

For the purpose of management, the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve has been classified
into core zone (1240 Km?), manipulation-forestry zone (3239 Km2), tourism zone (335
Km?) and restoration zone (706 Km?2),

Research is an important component of the programme and will be carried out by

universities, institution, non-government organization and government departments,



