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A PRELIMINARY RESEARCH ON THE NUMERICAL

CLASSIFICATION OF THE TRIBE
MELASTOMATEAE

Xiong Xing and Ling Yeouruenn
(South China Institute of Betany, Academia Sinica; Guangzhou S10650)

Abstract R analysis of 42 characters of the tribe Melastomateae and Q analysis of
15 taxa in South China and Taiwan are studied with UPGMA method. The results of
R analysis show the regularities of mutual evolution of characters with characters
and characters with taxa. The smaller the distance coefficient is, the stronger the
level of mutual evolution of those. Two-state characters are good ones in the classi-
fication of genera and the guantitative multistate characters vary even in one species.
A preliminary gquantitative study of systematics of these taxa is finished with  ana-
lysis. The results are proximilly identical with (the classical] taxonomy but it is
suggested that Otanthera scaberrima is combined to the gepus of Melasfoma.
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