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A concise introduction to the plant taxonomy
and specimen collection in China

WANG Ruijiang

( State Key Laboratory of Plant Diversity and Specialty Crops, South China Botanical Garden, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Guangzhou 500650, China )

Abstract: Plant taxonomy is an ancient science and its development has also been profoundly affected by social
changes. The development history of plant taxonomy in China is briefly reviewed and summarized here. According to the
people’ s understanding of plant taxonomy and major historical events, the development history of plant taxonomy in
China can be roughly divided into primitive stage, ancient stage, modern stage and contemporary stage, and each stage
is briefly described. Plant specimens are the most basic and important voucher material for plant taxonomy. Therefore,
the collection of plant specimens has witnessed the blood, sweat, tears, and even the lives of plant collectors, during the
development of plant taxonomic research in China. At present, the protection of plant resources and the collection and

preservation of germplasm resources are increasingly becoming the main task of the ecological civilization construction in
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China. Under the circumstance of biodiversity conservation in this new era, plant taxonomy and taxonomists will play a

more important role and provide strong support for biodiversity conservation in China.

Key words: biodiversity, China, ecological civilization, plant taxonomy, specimen collection
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